If you want a sure prescription for defeat it is this, play it safe, stifle your thoughts, hold your tongue, flatten your intellectual profile. If one stands up and is counted from time to time one may get knocked down. But remember this; a man flattened by an opponent can get up again, a man flattened by conformity stays down forever. 
The essential ingredient of democracy is not doctrine but Intelligence, not authority but reason, not cynicism but faith in man and faith in God. Our strength lies in the fearless pursuit of truth by the minds of men who are free. 
Most people fear nothing more terribly than to take a position which stands out sharply and clearly from the prevailing opinion. The tendency of most is to adopt a view that is so ambiguous that it will include everybody. Not a few men who cherish lofty and noble ideals hide them for fear of being called different. 
It is usually unpleasant, possibly embarrassing and sometimes distasteful to do or say that which is right and just, it may make us unpopular and we may have to stand alone - but it is better to be at peace with our conscience, which will always urge us to face the truth, than to yield In a cowardly way to the convenience and pressures of the moment. 
When I vote, I put my cross against the name of the candidate or candidates whom I think stand highest in sincerity, integrity and intelligence among those offering themselves for election. And I don't mind saying that we would be better governed if every elector did the same, and rejected misplaced loyalties to parties or party leaders. 

Representative government is no guarantor of liberty - if all posts are filled by men of the same mind.
The man who treats everything as a matter of principle cannot be happy with politics. Whoever says " we must never compromise our ideals " is either dooming himself to frustration or pledging himself to authoritarianism. Ideals are valuable as ideals and not as plans for a new order of immediate things. 
We sometimes forget that if one follows one's self interest one wants to be safe, whereas the path of justice and honour involves one in danger. And where danger is concerned, people as a rule are not very venturesome. 

Any normal person who dares to read the perfectly well known books and   documents on the totalitarian use of genocide and terror as methods of  government,  cannot but be filled with compassion and understanding for   those isolated individuals who challenge such systems and who either are   forced into a life of  "  double think  "  and constant verbal treachery to   freedom, or  who are  broken by them and  " reconstructed."   This compassion should create a hatred, for the sake of human values, for those   in free countries who seek to find excuses for such things. 
When a person is unfaithful to his deeper convictions, the hidden self whispers a protest. The name of this whisper In the soul is " conscience." 
It is certainly sordid to do the wrong thing, and anyone can do the right thing where there is no danger attached; what distinguishes the good man from the others is that when danger is involved he still does what is right.
Beware of ambition the most destructive of all powers in politics, and most damaging to those who worship her.
Men of outstanding ability are more likely to lack the power of controlling their own people than of defeating an enemy in battle.
Long not for death, nor hanker after life, calmly expect thine own appointed time.
Learning   without   thought   is   wasted   labour,   but   thought   without   learning    is   dangerous.
Every man who has really sincere desire for any great improvement in the conditions of life has first to face ridicule, then persecution, then subtle attempts at corruption. We know from painful experience how few pass unscathed through these three ordeals. The last especially, when the reformer is shown all the kingdoms of the earth, is difficult, indeed almost Impossible, except for those who have made their ultimate goal vivid to themselves by clear and definite thought.
There's only one thing that isn’t worth taxing in this country, and that's a politicians brain power.
There is a tide in the affairs of men which, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune, omitted and all the voyage of their life is bound in shallows and miseries. On such a sea are we now afloat, and we must take the current when it serves or lose our venture.
It was the best of times. It was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of light, it was the season of darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we had everything before us, we had nothing before us. C.Dickens
It is a curious speculation, yet not irrelevant to our present enquiry - how human lots are cast, so strangely varied they are. You are born, and no reasons given, a man or a woman, you are ushered into the world, in the stone age, the middle ages, a vegetarian or a cannibal, poor or rich, is it accidental or an act of god, or re-incarnation ?
How profound a mystery lies behind these so manifestly unequal conditions of human existence. What justice is it, if one man spends most of his life in a sick bed, and another enjoys health and happiness or sits upon an imperial throne. Nature strews these inequalities of place and time, hereditary, circumstances with a monstrous partiality. On what principle are you allotted good looks, a musical talent, a good temperament, an affectionate disposition, a talent for figures, or denied these qualities - does not appear.
We are - as god made us, and there the matter must rest.
Democracy is perhaps the most promiscuous word in the world of public affairs. She is everybody's mistress, and yet somehow retains her magic even when a lover sees that her favours are being, in his view, illicitly shared by many another. Indeed even amid our pain at being denied her exclusive fidelity, we are proud of her adaptability to all sorts of circumstances, to all sorts of company.
Destiny is but another name for nature, which sends forth life in all its forms. Thus prayer is unnecessary; for man, having once received his destiny, can demand from nature, and receive from it, that which he chooses: his own will, his own efforts, determine all things.
A world full of happiness is not beyond human power to create: the obstacles imposed by inanimate nature are not insuperable; the real obstacles lie in the heart of man, and the cure for these is a firm hope, informed and fortified by thought.
In politics, you have the power to make life better for everybody. You make people smile if you do the right things.
Hope is a necessity of life. The miseries of poverty, sickness, of oppression would, without hope, be unbearable.
The duty of those who hold public office, is simply this; to do all the good they can for their community - or in any case, never to do any harm that can be avoided.
If Socialism is a better way of putting liberty Into practice, we cannot claim to be building socialism by getting rid of those liberties that already exist in order to move along more quickly.
Whether power is good or not depends on how it is used and upon its effects upon those who it is used, power, in fact, when it is good, is good as a means to something else.
Not only is love a source of delight, but its absence is a source of pain. Love Is to be valued because it enhances the best pleasures, such as music, and sunrise in the countryside. A man who has never enjoyed beautiful things in the company of a woman he loved, has not experienced to the full the magic power of which such things are capable. Love is able to break down the hard shell of the ego, since it is a biological co-operation in which the emotions of each are necessary to the fulfilment of the others instinctive purposes.
Success can only be one ingredient in happiness, and is too dearly purchased if all the other ingredients have been sacrificed to obtain it.
So many times in our world today, we are faced with criticisms uttered by those self styled critics of society, who delight in finding fault in the management of their jobs, in the behaviour of their superiors, in the decisions of their government. When challenged as to their authority for criticising, they claim to have the " strength of their convictions." Do they really ? Are not their criticisms based on embittered feelings which they cannot repress and which eventually become part of their daily outlook on life, rather than on the " strength of their convictions."
Humans  are  not  the  puppets  of  fate.   The  roles we  each  play   in  life  can  be   intelligently and personally directed by ourselves.
It is no coincidence that political leaders these days like to describe themselves as being " in the centre;" rather than to the left or right of politics, for the centre is where most of us are, wanting policies that will swing the country in the direction neither ultra-capitalism nor socialism. May be we should all have a political philosophy, but we don't. The nearest we have to one, is a belief that the country should be run by able people, honestly and that at the end of their term of office we should be better off, or at least not worse off.
The vast majority of the people, are more concerned with life as it is than with political ideologies.
If man is to be master of his own enjoyment of life, he is going to have to do something for himself - unless he is content to let circumstances and other people do it for him.
Most people will not take the trouble in finding out the truth, but are much more inclined to accept the first story they hear.
Through the greatness of the universe which it contemplates, the mind itself achieves greatness. It escapes from the circle of petty aims and desires which for most of us constitute the prison of everyday life, and forgetting the nervous little collection of wants and ailments which is the self, is elevated into communion with that which is greater than the self. On the practical side this greatness of mind generates qualities of tolerance, justice and understanding, in the growth of which lies the chief hope for the world today.
The human animal, like others, is adapted to a certain amount of struggle for life, and when by means of great wealth homo sapiens can gratify all his whims without effort, the mere absence of effort from his life removes an essential ingredient of happiness. The man who acquires easily things for which he feels only a very moderate desire concludes that the attainment of desire does not bring happiness. If he is of a philosophical disposition, he concludes that human life is essentially wretched, since the man who has all he wants is still unhappy. He forgets that to be without some of the things you want is an indispensible part of happiness.
Democracy may be the best system of government we have, but even the truest most fervent democrats need to pause from time to time and reflect how infernally difficult it makes it to get anything done.
Democratic activity is a type of moral activity, it is free activity, and it is inventive, flexible, enjoyable and human. It does not claim to settle every problem or to make every heart glad; but It can help some way in nearly everything and, where it is strong can prevent vast cruelties and deceits of ideological rule. If its actual methods are often imperfect, the result is always preferable to autocratic or to totalitarian rule.
Democratic politics is to be praised for always leaving a line of retreat.
We live in a world which is full of misery and ignorance, and the plain duty of each and all of us is to try and make the little comer he can influence somewhat less miserable and somewhat less ignorant than it was before he entered it.
There Is a tide in the affairs of men, which, if taken at the flood, leads on to fortune; omitted, and all the voyage of their life, is bound in shallows and in miseries.
Beware of ambition the most destructive of all powers in politics, and most damaging to those who worship her.
I   have enough trouble overcoming my own limitations without fretting over the  fact that God has not seen fit to distribute evenly the gift of intelligence.
It is often said that men are ruled by their imaginations; but it would be truer to say that they are governed by the weakness of their imaginations.
Be courteous to all, but intimate with few. and let those few be well tried before you give them your confidence. True friendship is a plant of slow growth, and must undergo and withstand the shocks of adversity before it is entitled to the appellation.
Each of us is an actor upon life's stage, we can be the author of the script we enact, it can be a role for which we prepare ourselves each day, resulting in performances of personal success. If, however, we allow undirected circumstances and events to cast our role In life, it can be one of great disappointment and unhappiness.
Indifference makes accomplices of
us all, and we are responsible for other   people’s actions in a precise ratio to our power to prevent them happening.   Every  generation, therefore, has events with which it must come to terms,   if it hopes to walk a straight path.
We all look with distaste on people who arrogantly pretend to a reputation to which they are entitled; but equally to be condemned are those who, through lack of moral fibre, fail to live up to a reputation which is theirs already.
To get to the promised land you have to travel through the wilderness.
To protect the precious heritage, the great gifts of principle and conviction, make the bold choice. Follow the path of the independent thinker. Expose your ideas to the dangers of controversy. Speak your mind and fear not the label of a "crackpot" than the stigma of conformity. And on issues that seem important, stand up and be counted at any cost. In the end, despite all the buffetings and ridicule, you may have to take, intellectual courage will not destroy you as a citizen. But intellectual cowardice will.
No community is entitled to feel so certain of the superiority of its own way of life as to be justified in imposing it by force on another people.
The mind is its own place, and in itself can make a heaven of hell, a hell of heaven.
The  man who adequately understands his own circumstances will act wisely,   and will even be happy In the face of what to another would be misfortune.
A good way of ridding yourself of certain kinds of dogmatism is to become   aware of opinions held in social circles different from your own.
Opinions that are held with passion are always  those for which no good ground exists; indeed the passion is the measure of the holder's lack of rational conviction.
