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By Honest John  Motoring Columnist
Last Updated: 2:54PM GMT 16 Feb 2009

Humps and bumps 

I understand from a number of people that you do not like road humps and have written extensively on the subject. I am currently, along with other residents, trying to stop the local council from installing yet another set of traffic calming measures - the dreaded road humps. There is already in existence, at a cost to the taxpayer, a traffic calming scheme installed fairly recently. Since you are an expert on the subject of road humps, I wondered if you would be kind enough to reply with some information that would help support my case for road humps to be abolished. 
S.W., Gosforth 
We ran a partial reply in November. But it crops up so much that now I’ve done a FAQ answer: 

Metre-wide speed cushions cause the following damage: 
They break car road springs. 

They damage the inside shoulders of car tyres, where the damage cannot easily be seen, sometimes leading to blowouts on high speed roads and multiple death crashes later in the vehicle’s journey. 

They damage car suspension and steering, sometimes leading to high speed crashes later in the vehicle’s journey. 

They cause 50 per cent more pollution and fuel consumed due to vehicles slowing down for them then re-accelerating. 

They destabilise motorcycles and bicycles, sometimes throwing the rider into the path of another vehicle. 

They are particularly lethal to motorcyclists and cyclists when covered with leaves, and in adverse weather conditions such as snow, ice and heavy rain. 

They increase noise levels from vehicles slowing down then re-accelerating. 

They damage vehicle sumps, wrecking engines and causing dangerous oil spillages. 

They prevent the passage of long vehicles such as hearses. 

They have caused elderly pedestrians to trip and break bones. 

They are concealed by snow. 

Full-width speed humps and speed platforms cause the following damage: 

They break car road springs. 

They destabilise cars on corners, particularly in adverse weather conditions. 

They destabilise motorcycles and bicycles, sometimes throwing the rider into the path of another vehicle. 

They cause 50 per cent more pollution and fuel consumed due to vehicles slowing down for them then re-accelerating. 

They cause tremors from heavy vehicles passing over them that damage adjacent buildings. 

They increase noise levels from vehicles slowing down then re-accelerating. 

They damage vehicle sumps, wrecking engines and causing dangerous oil spillages. 

They prevent the passage of long vehicles such as hearses. 

They hinder the passage of emergency vehicles. 

Email your queries to letters@honestjohn.co.uk (please include your full name, postal address and phone number). Answers to other readers' queries at Honest John. 
	Road humps slow down emergency service vehicles. Road humps have been actively campaigned against by emergency service personnel such as ambulance crews and fire crews. "For every life saved through traffic calming, more are lost because of ambulance delays." Sigurd Reinton, Chairman, London Ambulance Service; Jan 2003. "They affect our attendance times. Each ramp delays our attendance by ten seconds." The ambulance service claims that more than 500 premature deaths in London each year can be attributed to road humps. "In fires, minutes can cost lives." - Divisional Officer Dean Johns, London Fire Brigade; Oct 2002. In this case, road humps will cause many more deaths than they save.
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	Road humps hamper police response
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There are up to 30,000 speed bumps in London

The Metropolitan Police has warned its response to emergency calls is being hampered by road humps. 
A traffic division report accused councils of implementing traffic calming in roads which have no history of accidents. 

In the last three months 34 police vehicles were possibly damaged due to traffic calming features, it added. 

The report called for a new strategy to make sure traffic calming features are standard across London. 

The disclosure comes after the head of London Ambulance Service called for a review of speed bumps, saying they put patient's lives in danger by slowing emergency response times. 

It has been estimated that there are between 20,000 and 30,000 speed bumps in London, with thousands more ramps, barriers and chicanes. 

The traffic division report said that road humps encourage drivers to speed up in the gaps between them. 

It adds: "Traffic calming does affect attendance times, based on the principle that any highway obstruction will impede the progression of the emergency services during a response call." 

It also said there was "little evidence" London boroughs have acknowledged the importance of identifying and agreeing upon strategic routes for emergency services. 

Reducing fatalities 

The study has been submitted to the London Assembly's transport committee, which is due to meet next week. 

Transport for London has said in the past that road humps were a key factor in reducing fatalities on the roads. 

But Brian Coleman, Conservative London Assembly Member, said: "We already know from the London Ambulance Service that so-called 'traffic calming' causes over 500 deaths a year in London alone, and now the police have confirmed it affects their response times too. 

"The evidence is clear - road humps are a menace which are endangering Londoners. " 
	
	

	
	


