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RESIDENTS of

Woodham Village have By June Hawdon

thrown out a_ suggestion
by Aycliffe Development ~ were incensed when they
Corportation for owner. heard, at a meeting Tast
ship of their communilty Wednesday night, that
centre. the development cor-

And MP Derck Foster poration wants the
has been asked to pul freehold of Woodham
some weight behind the Community Centre to be
row over the frechold of given to the Church of
the six-month-old pre. [ngland, whose church is

mises. annexed' o the commu-
~ CounArun Chandran — nily centro.
has pledged 1o fight the The centre and St.

ADC proposal “tooth and  Elizabeth's were bulli
nail” and was pulting his together with shared
views to the Town kitchen and toilet facili-
Council’s Finance and ties botween lo save on
General Purposes costs. The church paid a
Committeelastnight. £30,000 contribution
Woodham residents _towdrds the building.
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Bul the idea that the
freehold of the whole
premises should be given
to the church, with the
community centre
paying a “‘peppercorn
rent” and being given &
99.year lease, has out.
raged the people of
Woodham, which covers
800 homon and will
eventually take n1,000.

“It Is & moral issue. a
matter of principal,”
says community asso
ciation president Sid
Howgarth. *‘You can't
have the tail wagging the
dog — a small church,
which seats only about 10
people, telling the whole
community how to use
the acilities!

Mr Howarth added:

‘The community asso.
ciation will never accept
that situation. They are
working hard organising
things and_establishing
new organisations all the
time.

‘They would rather
fold than acceed and this
was made very clear at
the meeting. The
strength of feciing Is
quite high. They are
emphaticabout It

Mr Howarth faid the
community association is
quite prepared 1o let the
church have the freehold
of its own premises but
they want the freehold of
the centre and the shared
facilities.

Coun. Chandran adde
“I intend 1o ensure the
development corporation
doesn't pass the freehold
for the entire bullding to
the_chureh.
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Residents win
_centre fight.

RESIDENTS of
Woodham  Village have
won_their fight for the
freehold of their com-
munity centre.

In a battle spearheaded
by Coun. Arun Chandran,
angry locals demanded
they be given the
freehold rather than the
Church of England,
whose church is annexed
tothe community centre.

The centre and St.
Elizabeth's were built
together with a shared
kifchen and foilet facili-

tles and people were
incensed when they
learned the development
corporation wanted the
church to have the
freehold.

Coun. Chandran got the
backing of MP Derek
Foster in the fight and
says he would have gone
to the House of Commons
ifnecessary.

‘The development
corporation have come
back to the community
assoclation and given
then the freehold for the
community side of the
bullding and the shared
facilities," he said.

““The freehold of the
church will go to the
church but the de-
velopment corporation
will be doing some
alterations to the build-
ing





