

                                   APATHY
In many parts of the world today apathy is coupled with cowardice and has provided an atmosphere in which lawlessness and inhuman cruelty can flourish and expand. In any enlightened society where there are laws to protect the innocent, we are guilty of apathy and cowardice if we are witness to any crime or evil and do nothing. We are then void of all human feeling and refuse to relate ourselves to the victim or victims. We could protest, we could call for aid, we can join the victim in defence, we could sacrifice ourself, but in doing nothing, we have lost our self respect and dignity as a human being....Apathy !
Lawless and cruel people are aware of their deficiencies and inferiority or they would not have to resort to crime. They are cowardly for they attack only when they believe their crime will not reveal their guilt. If they are surprised or opposed in their crime they very often retreat. They are also aware that they very often intimidate the apathetic and they will therefore expect no interference.
Crime and injustice recede in direct proportion to the presence of courage, determination and righteousness. No criminal will commit a crime when there is little or no expectation of accomplishment but almost certain apprehension and punishment. I insist that criminals are cowards. This being so, society must bear a large portion of responsibility for all crime and injustice because of its apathy.
Society is “you” and “me," not” they, “not the police, not government. These unwanted conditions will not change so long as we expect others to change them. We must not withdraw from responsibility by protesting that we are only one person and can do nothing. It is apparent that most people are complaining as loudly as ourselves, and we are therefore much in the majority. If your neighbour is waiting for someone to act, even as much as you are, who will take the initiative ?
Someone must have feeling, and someone must lead !
It is sad that people do not wish to become involved. But all of us are involved whether we like it or not ! Because of our apathy, we are permitting the negative forces to slowly destroy our enlightened civilization which has taken centuries to develop. We are involved as victims of the crime instead of as guardians of righteousness.
If we consider ourselves too refined to combat crime and do not want to " sink to the same low level " of the criminal, remember that the law of attraction prevails. The universe is not static, either the negatives forces will be drawn to the positive, or the positive will be drawn to the negative. If we love justice, peace and righteousness, we shall have to defend and preserve them or we shall lose them.
If we are in a position of responsibility and we are reluctant to correct errors committed by those within our range, we are guilty of apathy. If we fail to right wrongs and injustices which come under our care we are unfeeling, and guilty of apathy. We have not put ourselves in the place of the mistreated, and thus have no emotional response to the suffering of injustice. Even though we may expect others to treat us in the same manner, we are guilty of apathy.
It is usually unpleasant, embarrassing, and sometimes distasteful to do or say that which is right and just. It may make us unpopular and we may have to stand alone. But it is better to be at peace with our conscience, which will always urge us to face the truth, than to yield in a cowardly way to the convenience and pressures of the moment.
The great leaders and contributors to the evolution of mankind have always been strong in character, not permitting themselves ever to surrender their defence of, and dedication to, the right, and justice for all.
It is our first duty to determine for ourselves whatever is right and just, and not depend upon what our friends and others might tell us. Our second duty is to develop moral strength and resolve to defend and protect that which is right and just, at whatever cost to ourselves either physically, or mentally, or spiritually. If we intend to claim that we are enlightened and civilized, then we must control our behaviour in an enlightened and civilized manner. We must demonstrate our allegiance to the brotherhood of man with care and sensitivity, not lethargy and apathy.
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