The people of County Durham emphatically reject government reorganisation plans. 



The people of County Durham have delivered a resounding NO to plans to create a single unitary authority across the whole of County Durham.

Residents were invited to take part in a referendum, commissioned by the Durham Districts’ after it was felt they were not getting a chance to have their say in the debate over the creation of a single council.

The District Councils engaged Electoral Reform Services, a completely independent body, to carry out the Referendum among all electors in the County.

Referendums, on issues such as local government reorganisation, are recognised by government as a valid form of consulting with local residents.

Elsewhere, councils across the country have employed a variety of methods to consult with local people, ranging from polls and surveys, to online petitions. The results have brought a firm NO from those that really matter – the people. 

Electors in County Durham were invited to vote to:

A. Retain and improve the current arrangement of County and District Councils
B. Establish a single Unitary Council for the whole of County Durham.

Of the 392,674 electorate in County Durham, 156,622 (39.90%) returned referendum ballot papers. Of those 119,439 (76.4%) said NO to a single unitary council.
The percentages from the seven district councils of County Durham, are as follows:
	 
	Option A
%
	Option B
%
	Return Rate
%
	Eligible
Voters

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	City of Durham
	72.4
	27.6
	36.4
	  68,290

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Chester-le-Street 
	74.4
	25.6
	39.4
	  42,866

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Derwentside
	74.8
	25.2
	38.7
	  69,983

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Teesdale
	73.3
	26.7
	45.2
	  20,128

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Easington
	83.8
	16.2
	42.7
	  72,814

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Sedgefield
	74.3
	25.7
	40.3
	  68,899

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Wear Valley 
	78.1
	21.9
	39.9
	49,694

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Overall
	76.4
	23.6
	39.9
	392,674

	
	
	
	
	


Agnes Armstrong, Leader of Sedgefield Borough Council, speaking on behalf of the Durham Districts said:
“We are of course delighted with this resounding result – we have given the people of County Durham a voice, something which the government, certain MPs, and the County chose not to do. Now, it is over to Gordon Brown to show that he can keep his promise of ‘listening’ to the British public.

“Nowhere in central government’s consultation plan do the 500,000 people of County Durham feature – the very people who these changes are going to affect most.

“So we have asked the questions for them – hopefully the government will now listen to the answers. As we expected, the residents of County Durham do not want a single unitary council created for the county. They have emphatically endorsed that the current system of the districts’ works for them – and given us a massive vote of confidence.”

When it comes to finance – there is a veil of secrecy along with unaffordable and enormous financial gaps that just do not add up.

Figures appear to have been produced in a hurry and to such an extend that in some areas millions of pounds in transitional costs have disappeared and financial holes have been unearthed.

The questions being asked are: “Is the Treasury going to pick up the costs?” and “Is the Government going to plough ahead with reorganisation in the face of overwhelming rejection by local people?”

Cllr Armstrong also expressed her gratitude for the public’s support for the District Councils.  She said: “Our fears that people would have voting fatigue following the recent local elections have been allayed.   We’d like to say thank you for the way the public have supported the Districts and their representatives.” 

