                              EUTHANASIA

                          The Case Against Voluntary Euthanasia.
Each year in England and Wales more than 500,000 people die. The main natural causes of death are not in dispute. The desire of any individual to die is in dispute. Since many millions of years before man evolved into the creature he is now, his prime urge has always been survival. Man and his ape like ancestors have struggled to live when the odds seemed stacked against him. Why bother when you can't find food, or if it looks as if you are going to provide food for a physically superior wild animal ? Because of this blind, unreasoning, inbuilt desire to survive. The desire to live is inherent in all conscious animal organisms. Observe for example the attitude of a cat recovering from an operation. It will not lie down and rest until it has shaken off the effects of the anaesthetic which is clouding its awareness and therefore its ability to sense predators. The fact that man possesses such a desire to survive cannot be disputed, as Mankind has undoubtedly "Gone forth and multiplied and been fruitful and subdued the Earth."
After establishing Man's powerful desire to live, is it not reasonable to assume that a desire not to live is a malfunction of the organism, just as anorexia (a morbid desire to avoid eating, leading if untreated to death due to starvation), is a malfunction? It does not matter what the cause of this aberration actually is, be it physical, e.g. great pain, or psychological, e.g. a feeling of helpless doom. The fact remains a desire to die is an illness in itself. This state of affairs is not unique. Similar reactions are caused by other illnesses, for example, a fear of water caused by rabies, or an overwhelming desire to be immersed in water caused by ergotism. As a desire to die can be seen as an illness, why can't it be treated as such and a cure looked for. The answer is most likely that death is an easy answer, a " cop out "  "Nothing could be worse than the affliction I am suffering from now so I have nothing to lose and at least I won't be suffering from the affliction." Is that the thought that would make people choose Euthanasia. It is also generally accepted that the same reasoning is applied by a potential suicide. Suicide is considered by most people, and especially those religiously inclined, to be a cowardly, immoral, " cop out ". Why then is Euthanasia not considered more cowardly? Why don't you kill yourself rather than have a doctor do it for you ?  is it possibly because it is even easier.
Until comparatively recently death has been a horrible, agony stricken, disease ridden, bloody, monstrosity, which has been avoided at all costs. Over the past 200 years and even more particularly over the past 75 years death has been given an acceptable face. The medical profession has removed the pain. The military authorities have glorified and made it honourable and the media have given it a nice shiny gloss finish. It seems that it will not be long before death has no fears left, what then ? It seems that religion has least to fear from death, as there is a life after death. The Church is, however, one of the first to condemn killing as depriving some-one of God's most precious gift-life.
Remember the commandment " Thou shalt not kill ". There are no conditions put on that. It does not say " unless your granny has stomach cancer ". It should be remembered that life is the only possession one ever has that no one can have any claim on. Because of this death is the ultimate defeat. It seems true that we must be defeated eventually but most of us do not give up without a fight.
If we assume momentarily that Euthanasia is a good policy we must consider who will be euthanized. The obvious candidates are the sufferers of terminal diseases. Euthanasia must be voluntary to preserve liberty. This however precludes the individuals who forget to sign the appropriate forms before they unexpectedly fall into a coma. This in turn leaves the potentially ugly situation of possibly realising the person in a terminal coma would want to be euthanized but cannot be because they forgot the forms. It doesn’t seem too much does it to give this poor soul his last wish does it ? But this unfortunately leaves the door open for gross misuse of the system. It's only a short step from here to Euthanizing the criminally insane, after all if they were sane they would want it wouldn’t they ? From there it is only another short step to euthanizing all criminals and then all political dissidents. Although it is not impossible to conceive of legislation which could cover all these unfortunate," bugs," in the system it would be impossible to keep even a small minority of the population of this country happy.
Euthanasia is a cowardly retreat from some of the unpleasant but unavoidable facets of life, which is wide open to misuse by the unscrupulous. It can be summed up in one word " MURDER."
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