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Opening

~up the

council’s
closed
doors

HOW refreshing to see
Aydliffe Town Council
rcak down the closed
doors of local govern-

ment.

The council last night
agreed to allow the public
%o sit  in  on. every
committec _and  sub-
committee _mecting _with
access o official council
documents.

“This is in line with the
Freedom of Information
campaign and was first
Saooted by the controlling
Labour group.

In a  region where
Labour councils are
Tenowned for their secrecy
I rriving at - major
Gecisions, in closed group
ectings — last night's
Gecision I like a Star in
the East,

G0 fs ronic  that
Sedgefield council — con-
trollea by bigclaiming
Lavour councillors _and
Loften attacked for keeping
the public in the dark —
includes the Ayeliffe  dis-
triet

FE TOWN
WILL_ NOW

THEIR

NG ZEAL

FORPUBLIC _ACCESS
JNTo THESE CORRIDORS
OF POWER.

Confidential matters

about - council _emplosees
Whsuitl be kept under
Wraps. This is fair enough.
rd Tight of access will b
denied” only At s
Soetrimental 1o the public
nterest:”
Coun. - Arun _Chandran
Stes this. clause will not
Be lsed to cover up matters
Which are  palitically or
Simimistratively  embarras.
Zing o any member o
officer of the council

A council members will
beallowed to St n any
Committes | meeting
Vhether they are members
O that commitiee or not
And they can it in the
piblic  gatlery " at " sub.
Committee meetings where
ey are not members.

Gther " councils  must
follow Aveliffe’s lead.

AND OTHER
BASTIONS OF SECRECY
IN THE. CIVIL, SERVICE
AND. 'NATIONAL GOV
ERNMENT.  SHOULD
Riso BE oPENED UP.

'For many years now
there has been & growing
campaign for a Freedom
O Thformation Act simitar
1o that - introduced . in
Rmerie. here 15 s 3
oz way 1o g0 in per.
Suading. those” vestea *in
ferests in all walks of life
that theit_decisions should
be more accountable

BUT AT A, LOCAL
LEVEL ‘WE_“APPLAUD
AYCLIFFE " TOWN
COUNCIL FOR A ‘STEP
IN CTHE  RIGHT
DIRECTION.
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Council will open
its doors

By RUSSELL WARD

AYCLIFFE Council has
voted to lead the way
in the fight for free-
dom of information.

But the new standing
orders adopted by the Town
Council last night _were
Siammed by ' opposition
Coun, dill Frise as a_“U-
furn". Standing order 66 is
based on the Freedom’ of
Thformation campaign.

1 under the new rule
Suess and public will be
atlowed" to "every council
Committee = and sub
Committee and to see all
official council. documents.

Secrecy will only be used
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if the information would be
“getrimental 1o the  public
interest”.

And_all councillors will
be allowed o sit in at
Committees _whether  they
e members or not.

Avcliffe councillors _also
decided to send _coples of
their new - standing _orders
to Sedgefield:  Council,
Durham County Council,
Darck Foster MP, and the
Prime Minister.

Coun. Arun Chandran told
the meeting: “The right to
oblain information "3~ too
important {0 be left to the

discretion of a_Government
minister, a Civil Servant,
Tudge g a tocal autharity7

He said the new standing
order "would bring Great
fyelitte” Town ~Council_ in
fine with the European Con-
vention of Human - Rights
and_added “without access
fo.the information on which
discussions are made, _the
electorate. can ~__ neither
participate in nor effectively
Measute the making  of
public policy.”

Thursdsy, December 20, 1984

"~ Open to

people

A COUNCIL made

moves last night  towards
more " open local govern: |

B
Sbour-controlle
ayairte oot
frecd” 1o Give i
B ¥

Information,

full |

o

And it ‘made changes to |
#5 own rules. binding . to

the ‘decision
A committees

sub-commiticos will now

and

be

open 10 the public and sl
minutes and feports Wil be

available for inpection

Other_changes will aiso be |
made making it easier for |
the  public to find | ou
what'< going on,

Coun"Reun’ Chandra

who " calied  for

freedom " of information.
said: “The ‘Labour ronp. <
dedicated 10 open "sovern.
ment. We are ‘Groud to. b
in the Vangurd of those i |

thi
words into decds.

apaign \ho transiate

The

Northern
Echo

Saturday, December 22, 1984

The people who
mock democracy

THAT Great Aycliffe town council
has this week joined the national
campaign for freedom of information
and opened up all of its commitiees
reports and agendas for public inspec:
tion is hardly a major step forward
for democracy, but it is a very wel-
come contribution nonetheless.

It s especially refreshing
because 1t comes at a time when
elsewhere in the region and the
country generally politicians and
officials_are staging a strong rear-
guard fight against the public’s right
To know what is going on behind
closeddoors.

Cleveland _County Council is
currently looking at a proposal that
would put its committee reports and
agendas under wraps until council-
lors had taken decisions on them, by
which time the public would’ be
incapable of telling their representa-
tives how they felt.

Cleveland would mot be alone.
should it choose to mock demoeracy.
Other local councils, especially in the
North-East, prefer to work in secret
and have few qualms about freezing
out opposition councillors.

But if they have an excuse at all
it is the appalling example set by
Big Brother in London, which from
time to time urges town halls to be
more open but which remains one of
the most secretive central govern
ments in Western Europe.





