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The Mayor of Great Aycliffe, Coun Arun Chandran, (right) and Alan Hutchinson, of the Darlington Ramblers

Association, lead the woodland protest walk. Pictus

MIKE GIBB.

Woodland walkers voice concern

ANXIOUS _residents in _Newton
Aycliffe stepped out in force
yesterday to show their concern
about the future of woodland near
the town.

Around 80 people walked through
the 23 acre Agnow plantation at
Woodham village to highlight plans
by its owner Stan Roberts.

Mr Roberts, managing director of
Woodham golf and country club, has
threatened to fence off the site un-

less his plans to build housing on
part of it are approved, or a local
council buys the site.

Anne Herriot, of The Grange, who
helped organise the protest, said she
was delighted by the turn-out.

During the walk she said she
noticed activity designed to make
the site less accessible, including
rows of tree trunks laid across a
bridleway and a hole dug in a
footpath.

“The woodland is well used by
local people, it is very popular and
Mr Roberts is going about things in
avery heavy-handed way.
“There is so little woodland in the
area, we just want it left as it is.” she
added.

The planning application is due to

come _before Sedgefield District
Council in the next few weeks. Mr
Roberts was not available for

comment last night.




