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Town’sbid ...

to cut
rates stirs
a storm

A BIE TO cut a town council's rate bill by 2p in
the pound was described last night as irresp(}nsihlv.

Former deputy mayor, Brian Roberts claimed
that Great Aycliffe-Town Council's controlling

Labour Group was storing up massive problems for
the town with its rates
reduction scheme. By MARTIN SHIPTON

But  Labours  finance chairman of the cour
expert  Coun.  Arun finance  committee
Chandran said his zroup  May, said: “Anyone
was simply being realistic. the rates by che

“We won a landslide On the ser
victory in the May elections .,
with @ promisc to reduce  “Uhe Labour group has
the. ‘ratoennisc fo TeOUC®  scrapped @ scheme lo buy
Chandran. arc, . e

5 cemetery, This is absol

This  we have new ridiculous considering
achieved. and we plan & present one will be full in
further 2p reduction nest five years.
year.

iTher have also decided
not to uy  the town's
Cemetery profitable golf course from
. the Aycliffe Developient
e also set up a sub- Corporation.
committee  to put the
council's finances on Brder  “In fact, the oniy scheme
following four years of they seem interested in iy
misrule by the  so-called building & new  council
ffe First and Liberal chamber on the side of the
existing offices, 1 wguld
After  joint  consultations have thought that was the
with our Labour colleagues last thing the people of

on cdgefield  District  Aycliffe want at this time
Council, we have now >
reduced the_council’s rate “So far as the seftlement
precepl by £51,000, with Sedgefield  District
3y doing this we have Council is concerned, thes
cnabled Sedgeficld  District  should_never have accept
to avoid a Government just £70.000, If the d
penalty, and they have council was being fair ¢
given us over £70000 in  should have handed over
addition to the precept as a  £300000 which they  cot
rosult.” from the Government on

But Mr Roberts, who was our behalf.”

Rates
rise
relief

THE SLASHING of council
spending has saved Aycliffe
Tatepayers from a massive
Tate rise of eighl pence in
the_pound.

Rates in the town were
set to rise from 17} pence
to 25§ pence in 1984/5
because of planned over-
spending by Aveliffe Town
Council.

But in May, following |
the local elections, Labour |
took power from  Aycliffe
First Party_and over the |

months they have |
pruned_spending |

Earlier this year, Sedge-
field Council se the town
council a target of
£532,000 but Great. Aveliffe
d’ they were going to
Spend  nearly  £132,000
more than (hat.

The district council s
it would not give the town |
council_any cash aid (his |
year which meant the rates
Would go up by four pence |
{o 21} pence next year. |
“If the expenditure * had
remalned  (he _same, _(he
raepayers of Great Ayeliffe
would be faced Wwith a rate
Jevy of 25} pence in the
pound”  said _Norman
Naulks, Sedgefield District |
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