THE NEEDS OF THE ONE:
If all mankind minus one were of one opinion, mankind would be no more justified in silencing that one person, than he, if he had the power, would be justified in silencing mankind.
Where an opinion, a personal possession of no value except to the individual is suppressed, then such suppression is robbing the human race, posterity as well as the existing generation. If the opinion is right they are deprived of the opportunity of exchanging error for truth. If wrong, they lose what is almost as great a benefit, the clear perception and livelier impression of truth produced by its collision with error.
We can never be totally sure that the opinion we are endeavouring to stifle is a false opinion; and if we are sure, stifling it would be an evil still.
First the opinion which it is attempted to suppress by authority may possibly be true. Those who desire to suppress it, of course, deny its truth; but they are not infallible. They have no right to decide the question for all mankind and exclude every other person from judging.
To refuse a hearing to an opinion because they are sure that it is false is to assume that their certainty is the “absolute " certainty. All silencing of discussion is an assumption of infallibility.
While everyone well knows himself to be fallible, few think it necessary to take any precautions against their own fallibility. Nor is a person’s faith in his own solitary judgement affected to any great degree.
The  world,  to  which  each   individual   means  the  part  of   it  with  which  he   comes   in contact:   his   party,   his   sect,   his   church,   his   class   of   society,   the   man   may   by comparison be classed as liberal minded    yet his faith in his own collective authority is  not  shaken by his being made aware that other ages,  countries, sects,  churches, classes and parties thought and even know and think the exact reverse.
He devolves upon his own world the responsibility of being right and it never troubles him that mere accident has decided which of these worlds is the object of his reliance and that the same causes which for example make him a churchman in London, would have made him a Buddhist or Confucian in Peking.
Ages are no more infallible than individuals. Every age has held opinions which subsequent ages have deemed not only false but absurd and it is as certain that many opinions, now general, will be rejected by future ages.
It is the duty of governments and individuals; to form
the truest opinions they can;
To   form   them   carefully and never   impose   them   upon
  others   unless   they   are   quite sure of being right. But of course, let us remember,
that there Is no such thing as absolute certainty.
The dictum  that  truth  always  triumphs  over  persecution  is  one  of  those   pleasant  fallacies which men repeat after one another till they pass into common place acceptance but which ail experience refutes.
History teams with instances of truth put down by persecution. If not suppressed forever, it may be thrown back for centuries. Men are not more zealous for truth than they often are for error, and a sufficient application of legal or even of social penalties will generally succeed in stopping the propagation of either.
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